


The Burragorang is a name used by the
Gundungurra people for the valley areas of

0.0l the lower Nattai and lower Cox's Rivers and
(Metres ASL) much of the Wollondilly River Valley (Barrett

1995).
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1796 — George Bass, surgeon and explorer, may have been one of
the first Europeans to view Burragorang in his attempts to find a way

west of the Blue Mountains. Leaving from Mount Hunter near
Camden..."being often stopped by precipices he caused himself
to be let down by ropes into the very abyss...” (Barrett 1995).

1802 — Barrallier established a depot Natai then followed Sheehy’s
Creek to ’rhe Nattai River and then downstream to its junction with
dilly River (Barrett 1995) He travelled as far west as

George Bass 1771-1803




Early map showing Hoddles Track

1824 — Surveyor Robert Hoddle was sent on an exploratory
journey into the Burragorang but did not take the gully
route but rather ..."came upon the Top of the Hill under
which is the valley called by the natives Burragorang —

distant 25 miles from Kirkham...” (near Narelllan)(Barreft
1995).

Hoddles route down the ridge became known as Hoddle's

Track. He described the route as steep and dangerous. His
vas nearly killed in the descent, “...falling
' he named the
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1820's — European settlers began to occupy the valleys of
the Lower Cox and Lower Wollondilly Rivers to establish
farms on the fertile river flats. Names such as Pearce,
McMahon, O'Reilly, Carlon, Chiddy, Seymour, Dunn and
Maxwell, are reflected in many of the names on landforms
in the Burragorang (Barrett 1995).

Access into the valley by road remained difficult for
settlers until 1907 when the Sheehy's Creek road was
constructed . Prior to that roads were only negotiable by
bullocks and drays which had to be let down piece by
bes (Barrett 1995).
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The Aboriginal people of the Burragorang are part of
the Gundungurra nation who occupied the
watersheds of the Cox and Wollondilly Rivers,
extending east to Picton and Mittagong and west to
the Kowmung and Abercrombie catchments (Barrett
1995, DECC 2007).

Little is recorded of the way of life of the Burragorang
Aboriginal people but the abundant freshwater,
fertile river flats and grassy woodlands and valleys
would have provided rich foraging grounds for
hunting kangaroo and emu.

Borrolller in 1802 noted their use of boomerangs
ne said were not used by the Sydney
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As competition for land between Europeans and Aboriginal people
increased and the drought of 1812-1816 struck, the Gundungurra
joined with the Dharawal on their tfraditional hunting grounds at
Appin. Farmers crops were plundered and Macquarie sent troops to
frighten the natives but this resulted in war between the froops and
Aboriginal people. One of the Burragorang chiefs was Goondel who
Barrallier had met in 1802 (Barrett 1995).

Battles occurred at the Cowpastures, Appin, Narellan, Bringelly,
Minto, Mulgoa and Wallacia. It culminated in a baftle at Cataract
Gorge in 1816 where many Aboriginal people were killed or taken
prisoner (Barrett 1995).

The Aboriginal population of the Burragorang declined and by the

840’s it was thought fifty or sixty Aboriginal people were camped

ssell in Barrett 1995). In the 1840’'s the
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The construction of Warragamba Dam began in 1948 after the

severe drought of 1934 -1942 and was completed in 1960
g A Bt (DECC 2007).
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The dam created the impoundment of Lake Burragorang
which flooded a large part of the Burragorang areq, over
10,000 hectares from the Wollondilly River to the junction of the

Cox’'s and Kowmung Rivers and part of the lower Nattai River
(DECC 2007).

Impoundment flooded whole settlements, farming lands,
ore e dam wall prevented the
pstream of the
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Today the Warragamba Catchment Area is
managed for water quality and conservation with
the majority of its catchment area falling within the
Blue Mountains, Kanangra-Boyd and Nattai National
Parks and the Burragorang and Yerranderie State
onservation Areas. The area known as Burragorang

dll ThesSe reserves.
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OUTSTANDING BIODIVERSITY — VEGETATION
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Woodlands are vegetation communities
dominated by trees where trees are widely
spaced and tree canopies often don’t
touch.

Trees are commonly eucalypfts but may
include She-oaks, native pine or wattle.

Box woodlands are dominated by Box
eucolyp’r and red gum species such as
: calyptus molucconc: White
melliodora,
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WHERE ARE GRASSY WOODLANDS - PAST ¢

Vagetation Formations of NSYW and the ACT. reconstrscted
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Extract from David Keith (2004) Ocean Shores to Desert Dunes



WHERE ARE GRASSY WOODLANDS - NOW ¢

Krmetns

Extract from David Keith (2004) Ocean Shores to Desert Dunes
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OUTSTANDING BIODIVERSITY = GRASSY WOODLANDS
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BURRAGORANG GRASSY WOODLANDS ~GEOLOGY
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Burragorang grassy woodlands are one of
the most intfact examples of a temperate

grassy box woodland ecosystem surviving
in south-eastern Australia.

The majority of the grassy woodlands of the
western slopes and have been very heavily
cleared for agriculture and as little as 5%
Canopy COVer remains in some areas.

1N 0O

he original woodland flora and
opes has been lost
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Burragorang with Wanganderry Tableland and Bonnum Pic



30 woodland vegetation communities have
been listed under the NSW Biodiversity
Conservation Act (2016). One of the most
widespread is the White Box-Yellow Box-
Blakley’'s Red Gum Endangered Ecological
Community (EEC).

Many woodland fauna species are now rare,
threatened and declining and some such as
the Tasmanian Bettong, White-footed Rabbit
Rat and Eastern Quoll are extinct in NSW.

of woodland birds are threatened

> Eastern Qu
Parksdasmania
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Clearing and fragmentation of woodlands for agriculture,
mining, infrastructure, hobby farming & firewood
collection, especially in richer valley floors, has been
identified as a Key Threatening Process (KTP) under the
Biodiversity Conservation Act (2016,).

Clearing of isolated paddock trees, especially old growth
trees, including dead trees, which are needed for
feeding, roosting and nesting by native birds and
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Increased abundance of the Noisy Miner due
to habitat clearing and fragmentation leading
to competition and exclusion of other nectar
feeding and insect feeding native birds which
can lead ’ro ’rree dieback. Identified as a KTP

ity Conservation Act (2016).

FerafCal " 7 i

Key Thr ’renlng Pro cess ;\,

‘Phofo: M. Schulz .

Capertee valley looking east to Wollemi NP




The grassy woodlands of Burragorang retain a
moderate to good canopy cover of 17-28%.

The Devonian Red Gum-lronbark Woodland of the
lower Wollondilly Valley is considered part of the
White Box Yellow Box Blakely’'s Red Gum EEC.

The grassy woodland understoreys support a
predominantly native grass and forbb cover even in
cleared areas and natural regeneration of trees is
occurring.

pport a high diversity of
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The Critically Endangered Regent Honeyeater is regularly
recorded in the Burragorang and recently has been found
breeding in the woodlands (R. Crates pers. comm.). This is
one of only three breeding sites recorded in recent years
throughout the species range in south-eastern Australia, the
others being the Capertee Valley and lower Hunter Valley.

The Regent Honeyeater is one of the most endangered
birds in Australia with fewer than 400 individuals surviving in
the wild. It is listed as Critically Endangered under both NSW
and Federal legislation.

The endangered Swift Parrot (Pop. <2000) is also a visitor to
the Burragorang. It is a winter migrant to the mainland from
breeds over summer. Listed as
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Burragorang is home to wide diversity of insect
eating woodland birds. Over 60 species have
been recorded and include cuckoos,
treecreepers, shrike-tits, robins, thornbills, scrub
wrens, babblers, choughs, pipits, warblers,
swallows, woodswallows, swifts, bee eaters,
pardalotes, sittellas and whistlers.

Seven threatened species are regularly
recorded. The Brown Treecreeper (Eastern
form), Hooded, Flame and Scarlet Robins,
ed Warbler, Varied Sittella and Dusky

Varied S
Vulnerable

Y

Hoeded Robirl
“" Vulnerable



Burragorang provides habitat for a
diversity of woodland ground seed
eating birds which include parrots,

finches, pigeons, doves, quail and the
emu.

A"l /15 species have been recorded
Loy sl including the threatened Diamond
el Firetail and the Turquoise Parrot.

e Emu is interesting
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Burragorang provides habitat for six
species of canopy seed eating parrofts.

Includes the threatened Gang-gang
Cockatoo and Glossy Black-Cockatoo
which are listed under the NSW BC
Act.

The Glossy Black-Cockatoo specialises
eating the seeds from the fruits of
asuaringas. It
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Burragorang supports a diversity of
avian predators which include
eagles, falcons, goshawks, kites,
owls, nightjars, frogmouths,
kingfishers, ravens, currawongs,
magpies and butcherbirds.

27 species of avian predator are
T S T Jl "= recorded including the threatened
A I I e R ‘ Litfle Eagle, White-bellied Sea Eagle,
= e e ol | S Barking Owl, Powerful Owl, Masked
Owl and Sooty Owl.

% Owlet nightiay - £ P
l;-fho’ro: D.S, Hovorka
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Burragorang supports three medium to
large terrestrial native predators.

The Spotted-tailed Quoll (2-4 kg) is the
largest surviving marsupial carnivore on
mainland Australia. The quoll is both a
terrestrial and arboreal predator. Prey
includes small-medium mammals, birds,
reptiles, insects and crustaceans.

ce Monitor (1.35-2.25 m, 15-20 kQ) is
in A alia and
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Burragorang supports a diversity of
native grazing marsupials.

Five macropods are recorded
including the Eastern Grey
Kangaroo, Common Wallaroo,
Swamp Wallaby, Red-necked
Nallaby and endangered Brush-
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The Burragorang woodlands still support
two small marsupial mice, the Yellow-

footed Antechinus and Common
Dunnart.

Small and medium sized terrestrial
mammals have disappeared from
emperate grassy Woodlonds QACross
h as bandicoots,
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Arboreal or tfree dwelling mammals
include possums and gliders, the Koala
and some small carnivorous marsupials
such as the Brush-tailed Phascogale

Six arboreal mammals have been
recorded in the Burragorang. They
include the threatened Squirrel Glider,
Eastern Pygmy Possum and Koala. The
Sugar Glider, Feathertail Glider and
Common Ringtail are also present.

Most arboreal mammals nest or den in
ee hollows and so require old growth



The Burragorang woodlands support a
great diversity of microbats with 19
species recorded.

This includes seven threatened species;
the Eastern Freetail-bat, Large-eared
Pied Bat, Eastern False Pipistrelle, Little
Bentwing-Bat, Eastern Bentwing-Bat,
Greater Broad-nosed Bat and Large-

Freetaikbd]
Vulnerable N. Williams



The major streams flowing into the
Burragorang are the Wollondilly,
Nattai and Cox’s Rivers. Their lower
reaches along with the
Warragamba River, are now under
the impoundment of Lake
Burragorang.

In the surviving upper reaches of
hese rivers the aquatic Platypus
Rat can be found. The
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Wollondilly River at the Joorilands ford. Riparian River Oak Casuarina cunninghamiana



The Burragorang grassy woodlands may be one of
the most intact examples of a temperate grassy
woodland ecosystem remaining in all south-eastern
Australia.

It may be one of the only grassy woodlands where
apex predators, the Spotted-tailed Quoll, Dingo,
Lace Monitor and Wedge-tailed Eagle, continue
: . | sy to exist in a natural equilibrium with native grazers
Werlgedied Eatle: ! e e,/ N\ - . and browsers, the Eastern Grey Kangaroo, Eastern
- RIS i RS 2 M A Wallaroo, Swamp Wallaby, Red-necked Wallaby,
| ORI : ;  threatened Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby, Common
ot and Emu.



The proposed raising of the Warragamba
Dam wall by 14 m for flood mitigation will
flood a further 4,700 hectares of the
Warragamba catchment and 65 km of
wild rivers. This falls within the Blue
Mountains and Nattai National Parks,
which are part of the World Heritage Areaq,
and parts of the Yerranderie and
Burragorang State Conservation Areas.

(i Wf:&“ 1
i o R MW‘M‘“‘*M > Much of the area to be flooded supports

T i RS s e  9rassy woodland and dry open forest
S ——— . 1s identified as priority



Concern for the loss of threatened
woodland ecosystems, threatened
species, wild rivers, declared wilderness,

Aboriginal Heritage and World Heritage
Areas.

Give a Dam website
iveadam.org.au
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http://www.giveadam.org.au/

